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Abstract: The main purpose of this qualitative research is to closely examine and describe

early childhood teachers’ belief and teaching practice and to see how the inter-impacts do to

each other while they are implementing thematic teaching in their classroom. This researcher

intended to examine the following questions:

1. What is the related literature in terms of teacher belief and teaching practice?

2. What is the related literature in terms of thematic teaching in the field of early childhood
education?

3. What are the teachers’ beliefs in implementing thematic teaching in their classrooms?
How do these beliefs on thematic teaching impact on their classroom practice?

5. What are the possible factors besides teacher belief which influence teachers’ teaching

practice in terms of implementing thematic teaching in their classrooms?
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Two preschools who declare that it is implementing the thematic teaching approach
were selected to be the target settings. A class and two teachers from each setting were
invited to be the study subjects on a recommended and voluntary base. This researcher
entered the settings and collected the data a semesters for each setting in order to gain a clear
and whole picture of the belief and teaching practice of teachers as well as the development
of a curriculum. Document collection, focus group interview, participant observation, and
interview were the major methods for collecting data. Document analysis and triangulation
were adopted for data analysis in order to meet the credibility and validity of this very study.

The findings include:

1. Teachers of young children showed different degree of understanding of thematic
teaching, however, most of the attitudes are positive.

2. Teachers’ beliefs do impact on their teaching practice, however, the influencing factors
are complicate.

3. Teachers’ beliefs play an important role in teaching strategy forming and educational
decision making while implementing thematic teaching,.

4. Keeping teaching journals, dialogues between professional peers, and constantly
exercising reflective thinking on teaching can help teachers to improve their own
practice.

Keywords: Early childhood education, thematic teaching, teacher belief, teaching practice,

curriculum and teaching, qualitative research
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