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A Case Study on School Drop-outs:
“Adjudge the Drop-outs’ Parents on the Street” As the Case

Xiang, Beili
College of Educational Administration, Beijing Normal University

Abstract: Boosted by a news report “Adjudge the Drop-outs’ Parents on the Street”, the
author makes the reflective thinking on “what is a research” (its concept, process and
meaning). Then the paper focuses on the characteristics and meaning of the case study based
on analyzing the news report as a case. It provides a method of “problem tree analysis” to
analyze those complicated clues represented by the case, and then the paper concludes the
main reasons of the drop-outs as “the insufficiency of compulsory education funds, the lack
of education access to girls, unsuitable education aims (including education in
underdeveloped regions) and improper layout of schools”. The paper adopts such methods as
policy research, case text analysis and interview data analysis to explore the causes and
solutions of those problems. The author tries to discuss the methodology and the integration
perspectives of the case study by analyzing a concrete educational case, and discusses the
close relationship of the case study (with the focus on individual’s life value) and the
macroscopic research of administration, policy and law, that is, the starting point and the end
point is the caring and analysis of the individual’s fate that is influenced by the policy and
law.

Keywords: case study, drop-outs, girl’s education, problem tree analysis
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